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The road that leads to change is slippery. As comasochange
Is to the human experience, one would think thatrobus
would have learned to enjoy it. Most of us embtaeekind of
change that we are in control of, but when it “hapg” to us,

rather than embrace it, we try to strangle it.

Change that we can't control is one more re made the process needlessly painful. God knew th:
that this life is short, and that every dayubrii His people needed to change in order to possess tt
closer to the great inevitability: death. Reide inheritance He had promised them. Their refusal co
is one of the greatest reasons we resist cha them dearly, and most did not make the transition.
violently. On the other hand, unwelcome c
gives us another reason to give praise to a G Sometimes we in the modern-day church are conte
IS unchanging, "the same yesterday, todato "camp" permanently near the sites of God's gre:
forever." miracles of yesteryear. We are all guilty afgooundi
our tent pegs deeper into the desert sand when th
cloud has already moved
on. However, change is
supposed to be the rule for

Albert Einstein once said,
"The definition of inse
iIs doing the same tf

over and over again the Christian, not the
expecting differe exception. Looking to
results." We Chi Jesus, the changeless

followers don't alw.
apply this simple trutt
it relates to how we
church." Witho
realizing it, we ascrik
sort of "sacred" statu t
various programs, “And we, who with unveiled
methods, and styles. We tend to spiritualizifaces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being
seems comfortable to us. We are all guilty transformed into His likeness with ever-increasin
because we are human, and our "default set glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit
resistance to change. 2 Corinthians 3:18

One, ought to transform
our hearts and lives
daily. God stays the same,
but we are called to
change.

We see a real life metaphor for the neces The reason Valley Christian Center exists is to kno
Spirit-led change in the book of Exodus Jesus and make Him known. If we make it ou
Israelites were called out of slavery in Egy passion to know Him, He will see to it thairvee are
were led by God through the desert. A pillar ¢ constant state of transformation, and we will be
and fire led them progressively toward the pr making Him known to others who see His glor
land, but their unwillingness to change man: reflected in our faces.

Continued on page 2



Continued from page 1

While we are being called by God to changeldogr eang There are many other good reasons for these ahdngesyill
called by a different voice to a very differeftckiange. Jesu be talking about them in the coming weeks a® wewaas
calls us to be conformed to His image, but itSs¢@mss summer. A few of the changes that will be giadmgothe first
pressing people to be conformed to his as welh Aas Sunday in June, are as follows:
changed because her culture has been changiulurddras
been changing because people's hearts haveriggrg.cha Our Sunday morning service times will begimatab@ &nd at
11:30 a.m., with coffee connection to follovill &h&ble us to
And most significantly, | believe American lasdtubeen better connect with first-time visitors aneelpethincluded in
changing for the worse because the AmericahaShwtbeer our fellowship much faster. We will also transg&anctuary into
changing for the better. a theater of sorts and present illustrated severgnSunday
throughout the summer that cover many topics, dwbys
The lifestyles of Christians and non-Christiamsountry are thoroughly evangelistic. Rest assured thatdeethigliwithout
almost indistinguishable now. This happens \ekerouregyes compromising our worship or Bible preaching;, lemvgoed
off Jesus and become self-focused. When Otestiaesself- missionaries, we will endeavor to preach thénGlospaehguage
absorbed, we stop reflecting the glory of Jesss émel powe of the people we are called to reach. The reasermaking
to be history makers and culture changers. as writdve ou Sunday morning services our "main event" [§/&siplyal." We
perception of "the way things were," we Chiiistians must think like missionaries to reacl
not bring any lasting transformation to our culture the lost in our mission field. Our
through the "arm of the flesh." | fear that cmmhe re mission field is the people of the
calls to "take our country back for God" magdbe fue Red River Valley. Even among the
more by fear and nostalgia than a passione&s holin un-churched there is the assumptiol
and a genuine desire to see people come to Christ. that Church happens on Sunday
mornings in this Northern
culture. They are more likely to
respond positively if we invite then
to come on a Sunday morning. Anc
they are twice as likely to say yes i
we are answering the questions the
are asking, which we will be doing i

American culture does not need to change so that it
merely "appears" more "Christian." Simplygsut, thin
are a mess because people need Jesus. Culture must
be changed from the inside out. In short, cair cultu
will change when our hearts change. And we
Christians are to be the driving force behitad socie
transformation. It begins when we spend maordheem@ayer a creative way.
closet allowing God to change us first, instgad td convinc
non-Christians to act like they are Christiarfseedrteemust bt So, instead of attending a Sunday school/Bijséipleife class
changed first. during our 9-10 a.m. slot, you are invited tousefivst-time
guests and newcomers in the following ways as:
“ A cheerful and helpful greeter, usher or lydspstalit
" An intercessor, praying fervently for an hatinaeséth

God is calling us as a church to be a sigyéonaof ahange i
the Red River Valley. So, we are pullingheustalbs in orde

to see people become fully devoted followerst.o¥M8hare
moving into a new season of change at Valiay Clerisér as
we seek to align ourselves fully with our nebsorgfdVe hav
been examining our programs and measuringe¢treenetfs
over the past year and a half and the time htasroakessome
adjustments. We are making these adjustmemisniberaof
reasons:

before the service

“ A part of the worship team preparing songs &hd spec

music

" A part of the drama team preparing to present the

illustrated message for the day

“ A part of the support staff and AV crew
" A loving caregiver to children of those invatweafin

1. The changes will help us to focus our siog win the above ministries

efforts.
2. The changes will help us to be moreaindithdi Because Sunday morning will be focused onhsewsitgrt and
merely busy. newcomer, we will need to begin to move ourtuBipble <

3. The changes will help us to become maseipiea d
making church.

opportunities to other times during the weelk. bé/discussing
more of these opportunities in the coming days.

Continued on page 3
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On Sunday evenings we will host a worship élezhténi determine if the changes will continue intothgeah and
Worship from 6:00-7:00 p.m. The Wednesday uiglet wdh' we will announce this in advance.

remain the same, but the
service in the sanctuary
emphasize expository E
teaching, differing from
topical teaching that
currently offer. We will also
hard to make our mid-v
children's programs better
they've ever been.

ummer

chedule
Changes

This may seem like a lot of
changes, but | am calling on all
of the VCC membership to
support these changes and be
in prayer that God will grow
our church and bless our
efforts. If you have gquestions
or concerns, please don't
hesitate to schedule an

These changes will take effect in June and dontthee appointment with me or one of the deacons. riredfs pa
duration of the summer. Your pastor, the cHéradndtitogether to see God's Kingdom advance in thveiRéallBy
deacons will be monitoring the effects of thes clwadic as we continue to faithfully seek “To Know JédakeaHdn

charting church growth in all measurable aagastrwe will Known.”




By Coleen Feist, Christian Education Director

This is an exciting time for everyone in th€Makign Center fami downtown at “The Atddi"TeensTrulyln Christ) for their “Fan-ATTIC
We are embarking on an adventure this sumeatrrte éinr program Fusion” service. Sunday mornings will inclddairodvent” service
so that we mailrfow Jesus and Make Him Kriowtiibse in oul with illustrated sermons, and Sunday evenliregeewédshing to your
community, sphere of influence, and to threa that soul when you participate in our “Wii Worshi

come through the doors at VCC. Concentt
the things that are most productive, more
will be geared toward programs that ha
fruit such as our Wednesday night Girls M
and Royal Rangers for boys. Did you ki
have about three times as many Ki
Wednesday nights than we do on ¢
mornings?

Beginning in June, this is how your C
Education department will serve you:

Monday evenings offer Global University’
Center and the Missions Lifeline Group. ~

services.

These will be great changes which will enab
us to better equip you, so that you can go out
teach others what you kri@w.ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in th
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of tt
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all thin
whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo,
am with you always, even unto the end of tt
world. Amern(Matthew 28:19 -20)

“You must, of course, continue faithful on a fir

evenings offer a Men’s Bible Study and a Ladies’ and sure foundation, and must not allov
Bible Study. Wednesday evenings are filled matHoevinie wholt yourselves to be shaken from the hope you gaingouwieard the
family such as Royal Rangers for boys, Girlesrionigfirls as well ¢ gospel. It is of this gospel that |, Paul, besamard---this gospel

a "School of Ministry” for adults. ThursdaysniRasiog Chris teache¢ which has been preached to everybody in théOstmisians 1:23)
a Bible Study for adults, and in the eveningsitth&nup meet

By Kay Komprood, Lay Counselor

Suppose you get up on Sunday mornin¢ The "Church" is any grou; of

decide not to attend fellowship because ycbelievers who meet together. Just

tired, have a headache or don't feel like last week at a group meeting my

with peopl@he full measure of Chrisill not house, one was there who t 1 a

be at that meeting because you are missing gift to pray the "Heart of God" nd |

is how important it is to understand thanthe was healed of a fear that | he

that you have is vital to the ministry oneven previously recognized. What it

particular day. they had decided to stay home that evenifudfhidasure of

Christwould not have been there, and much wouldrhéafe bee

Ephesians 1:22-23 says, “Jesus is the hea@miritte' Wwhich undone.

is His body, tliellness of Hinwho fills all in all --ifoithat

body lives the full measure of Hivho makes everythir | challenge you next week, or next meetingtiorengotl are

complete.” with a group of the body: don't be passivewhwiicdeeling
down or fearful and offer encouragement. Noticholding

Remember how Barnabas (who had the gift of@neatire back and trying to blend in with the woodworKeand

was the buffer between Paul and the discipJesovAlbe acceptance. Notice who is shy and offer friGedshipd in to

wouldn't give up on Mark. Barnabas seemed gréatveffect how God wants to use you at that particular. Mieetegyill

on the people with a gifting of encouragemexd also wsed always be something you can give, because ymartaoéthe

to fill many needs. You are as important assBaasattathe full measure of Christ.

body of Christ. Your gifts are needed, and wdremypbthere )
or are there but don't let God use yhull, theasure of Christ If1 can ,be of help, please feel free to ca_(IYmQTaIS 9701
and we’ll set up a time to meet. There is no Alsarggou

is lacking and someone won't get their needs met. may contact me at this email address: kaykosa@sdnet
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At Valley Christian Center
FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY
APRIL 23rd-25th
Friday at 6:30 PM
SATURDAY at 8:30 AM - 1:30 PM

(Breakfast & Lunch Provided)
SUNDAY at
9:00 AM, 10:30 AM & & 6:30 PM

Come hear and see a current Power Point report on India and learn
of the remaining unreached people groups from Assembly of God
veteran missionaries to India Dr. Mike & Tillie Waldner.

Bob & Twyla were once a part of the Valley Christian
Center congregation and have been supported by our
church for years. In August they will be headed to India
to serve as Area Directors to the newly formed area in
India. India is a nation of 1.2 billion people, the largest
Hindu nation in the world, one of the largest Muslim countries in the world and home
to 60% of the world’s un-reached people groups.
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KidFest Spaghetti Dinner

Fund-raiser
Sunday, May 16th at 12:15 PM

Fe“owsl/\ip Hall

Free-will Donations
Mavk your calendars for KidFest
at VCC on Friday, June 18th

~ FAMILY & YOUTH CAMP ~
BROCHURES AVAILABLE
@ VCC’S INFO. CENTER




By Kevin Crawford, Missionary Associate to Armenia

Life on the mission field is often somewhat ironic.
When one is preparing to go, you have visions of
picking up the language in a few weeks (like they do
in spy movies) and standing on street corners
reaching the heathen for the Kingdom. Or perhaps
one might envision walking through an untouched
jungle, finding a completely unreached people group,
and sharing Christ with them for the first time. Then
once you get overseas, and you talk to people back
home, the first question is almost invariably “What do
you eat over there?” :) Well, let it not be said that |
don't give the people what they want.

Since | can't tell everything about the food because a)
there's not enough space and b) | gotta save some
stories for next time around, we thought we'd show
you a quick glimpse of how we do shopping here. This
first picture (with Jill) is our neighborhood fruit stand.
The numbers you see are the prices (1500, 900), and
it's the price in Armenian Drams per kilogram. So, the
apples are 1500 Dram/kg, or about $3 a pound.
Depending on the season, fruit can be cheaper, but
might be in pretty rough shape. These apples,
especially the Granny Smiths, are actually pretty good
right now. Mmmm...sweet sourness. This particular
shop owner (her “shop” is the street corner) likes to
have us stop by because we shop for six, and she
gets a kick out listening to us as we try to speak
Armenian.

The third picture (with Hannie and Ruthie) is the
closest thing we have to a shopping mall in Armenia.
It's a huge warehouse (all concrete everywhere, for
you architecture enthusiasts) that's divided up into
these little stalls. There are about 150 shops or so,
and most are only one aisle wide. Usually, there'll be
several stalls that all have the same stuff, for about
the same price, all in a row. I'm not really sure what
the marketing strategy is, but such it is. We tend to
shop in the outside market more than the warehouse,
even though the warehouse is wusually slightly
cheaper. The quality usually makes the little extra
worth it.

So, that's how we get our fruit in Yerevan. I've heard
other missionaries say that there's a lot of bartering in
most places of the world, and | have a suspicion |
could drive a harder bargain on some of this and get a
better deal. But since we're still learning the culture

and language, I'm usually pretty happy if | get home
with apples and oranges instead of pomegranates
and onions. Next time we'll talk about shopping for
that other staple: dessert.



Assembly of God

Friday
Sunday

Sunday

Saturday
Sunday

Monday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Saturday
Sunday

Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday

Monday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

Good Friday — Offszss Cl

Easter Sunday Breddasi9

Easter Worseipaiien, 10:30 AM

IFC Dismissglat fouri will be held next Sunday, April 11
Worship Service — Nbigaimg Kids remember your Buddy B
IFC (Intercéssa@hildren), 6:30 PM

Kids Super Saturday, 10 AM

Worship Service

KidFest Fumgrfaisiner, 12:15 PM

Deacon Board Meetinly] 6:00 P

Power 2 Tell SchooDwefRenic Galati, 6:30 PM

School of Personal8r3pakk] — 1:30 PM

Power 2 Tell w/Rev. [@Bafadii®:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 6:30 PI|

Bridal Shower for YaighViec PM

Worship Service, 10:30 AM

IFC — Interc&ssdtdildren, 6:30 PM

Wednesday Worship SeMissiantary Mike Waldner, 6:30 P
National Day of Prayer

Mother’'s Day

Armed Forces Day

Worship Service withakikssi®Bob & Twyla McGurty, 10:30 AN
KidFest Fumgrfaisiner, 12:15 PM

Deacon Board Meetinly] 6:00 P

Royal Rangers Car Wastigeunlocation and time TBA
Pentecost Sunday Wavitep B30 AM

Worship Service, 10:30 AM

Memoriat DHfices Closed

%

&

T &

% 0

31!

01%
2 33
33

2/



